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Introductory remarks:

This presentation will update you on the Portland Harbor Superfund site and prepare you for your consultation with the Yakama Nation on Monday July 25.

This presentation includes preliminary information received from Yakama Nation.  This information may be updated prior to the actual consultation.

We also expect the Yakama Nation to attend our final public meeting on July 20.  We may learn more about their interests and concerns at that meeting.











Today’s Agenda

•Brief update on the site and preferred 
alternative.

•Topics that the Yakama Nation have said are 
important to them.

•Agenda for the consultation, plans to record 
the consultation for the site record.

•Talking points for the consultation.
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Members of the Tribal Council and support staff have worked on the site directly for many years, and are very knowledgeable about the site.  They have been briefed on the proposed cleanup alternative.  It won’t be necessary to go over details of the site or the proposed remedy. 

This consultation is being held during the official public comment period for the Proposed Plan and as such will be documented for the record. 




Lower Willamette River
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 Treaty resources
 Tribal fishing and historical 

ceremonial practices
 Aquatic habitat (salmon and 

lamprey)
 Industry
 Recreational uses
 Fishing for sustenance
 Shipping and navigation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site Overview:
Listed on the National Priorities List in 2000, with strong support from tribes
150 or so PRPs, 10 signed an AOC with EPA – they are called the Lower Willamette Group (LWG)
EPA took over completion of the FS
PP and Final Draft FS were issued on June 8.  Original comment period extended to 90 days, ending September 6.  4 public meetings and 5 tribal consultations including your consultation with the Yakama Nation.
Study area is 10 miles of river from downtown Portland stretching downstream to within 2 miles of the Columbia River.
Main contaminants of concern are PCBs, PAHs, DDx, Dioxin/furans
Risk:  Highest risk is to breastfeeding infants of mothers who eat fish from the river.  Others who eat fish experience unacceptable at risk, and so does wildlife.





Proposed Cleanup
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This figure shows areas of active remediation.  While only 11% of the site (red, yellow, green) is actively dredged/capped, 85% of the risk is addressed.  Purple shows the shoreline areas that will be actively remediated.  The remainder of the risk is expected to be reduced to acceptable levels through enhanced natural recovery (blue areas in the figure) monitored natural recovery (tan areas in the figure.)

By doing active remediation (dredging, capping, enhanced natural recovery) on a very small part of the site, we are able to reduce risk very significantly.  We are able to meet acceptable risk levels for ecological receptors at the end of construction.






Proposed Cleanup by the Numbers
Dredge or cap 291 acres of river sediment

19472 lineal feet of river bank

Enhanced Natural Recovery 60 acres

Monitored Natural Recovery 1876 acres

Years of Construction Activities 7

Years of Monitored Natural Recovery 23

Cost $746 million
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Alternative I will address all waste that poses the greatest threat to people and the environment through 7 years of active remediation (including dredging and capping and other construction activities).  This will be followed by 23 years of monitored natural recovery to reduce remaining contaminant concentrations to an acceptable level.
This should improve river health and allow most people to eat more fish from the river. Fish advisories may be relaxed for all except the most sensitive populations (women of child bearing age and nursing infants). 
Improvement in habitat will support migratory species and negative downstream impacts to the Columbia River will be reduced. 
Improvement in overall river habitat is anticipated to have positive impacts on fish and wildlife that have a role in tribal lifestyles.




Projected Timeline
End of 90 day public comment period September 6, 2016

Respond to comments and deliberate September – December, 2016

Record of Decision, including 
Responsiveness Summary

December 31, 2016

Negotiate with Potentially 
Responsible Parties

January, 2017

Begin sampling, design and active
cleanup

2017 and beyond
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The State of Oregon is strongly urging EPA to assure that cleanup get started as quickly as possible, especially at the “hot spots.”  We agree that we would like to get into Remedial Design as soon as possible.  We are talking to state officials and working with the Potentially Responsible Parties to help them get through the allocation process and begin Remedial Design quickly, once the Record of Decision is signed.    

The Yakama Nation may emphasize the importance of continued federal oversight of the cleanup.  Tribal members may express concern about the possibility of the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality implementing parts of the remedy.

In the Superfund program, states do sometimes take on some of the implementation role.  In the case of Portland Harbor, we do not yet know whether that will happen.

Even for sites with state implementation, EPA continues federal oversight as if it were EPA’s cleanup.



Concerns raised by Yakama Nation

• Importance of the PH cleanup decision to Yakama 
Nation resources and Tribe’s work for clean, healthy 
fish that are safe to eat.  Treaty rights.

• In a Resolution, the Tribe demands EPA to provide 
for safe consumption of fish and traditional use of 
treaty-reserved resources in the Portland Harbor 
ROD.

• Impact of Superfund sites and many additional 
hazardous waste sites on the Columbia River.  
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The slide shows the general perspective that the Yakama Nation may bring to this consultation.  They are concerned about the impacts of the cleanup on their bigger picture view, and on protection of the treaty rights.

Some of these specific, site-related comments may be raised during the consultation:
Principal Threat Waste/hot spots – would like removal of more of this waste.
Nearshore shallow water habitat – productive part of the river system – requires more attention and care for how those areas are managed throughout cleanup.
The plan to cover up/wash contaminants into the Columbia River is a difficult issue for Yakama Nation.  It results in 100 river miles of fish impacts.
Need assurance that if recovery goals are not being achieved during the natural recovery phase, we will take action before waiting 30 years (“off-ramp”).
Important to keep federal oversight of cleanup actions.  Concern about the state taking the lead for  cleanup.
When would EPA consider the remedy complete (thus triggering Yakama Nation’s ability to litigate the cleanup decision?)
The proposed alternative includes some on site disposal in a Confined Disposal Facility, which has met with public opposition in the past.




Agenda for Portland Harbor Superfund 
Site Consultation with 

Yakama Nation
• Introductions
• EPA Opening Comments
• EPA Brief Site Overview
• Yakama Nation Opening Comments
• Yakama Nation Overview
• Open Dialogue
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This agenda was prepared in consultation with Yakama Nation staff.




Talking Points

• Opening Remarks
• Brief Site Overview
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Talking points are on a separate handout.
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